TRIUMPH IN ITALY
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ByGiancarlo Cavallifiranslation by Giovanni Uguccigni

This is the story of a courageous man that built a car of sundaaty to leave you breathless; it is

a story that remember us that there are men with the courage to jump beyond the obstacles,
capable to get passionate about a project, knowing that the business risk is always round the
corner.

It is also the history cd car that had not the fortune that her beautiful design would promise, but
that is today among the most desirable cars.
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Salvatore Ruffino was born on April 19, 1913 in Caneér Palermo and the blue sea of Sicily. He

left Sicily after completing the high school to move to Rome, where he enrolled in the Guardia di
Finanza (Financial Police) Academy. He successfully attended the Academy, graduating in 1932 as
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took the opportunity to attend the faculty of Economy at the Bocconi University. He was then
transferred to Gioiosa Marea, back in his Sid@iyo yeardater he was promoted.ieutenant and

transferred to Paularo, in the North of Italy, were |
serviced as commander of the Cason di La
garrison, at the border with Austria, that was at tho
times a smuggling are&rom the sun and the sea «
Sicily to the snow and mountas of the Alps:
Salvatore later mentioned that during winter tF
snow was so much to make the entrance dc
unusable, and to exit the barracks they had to p
through the roof, and Paularo, the nearest villac
could be reached only by skiing. Not to tefl the
generator hat was often failed, forcing hirno study
at the light of candles. The times in Paularo w
lived very intensely by Salvatore, who loved thc
places for the rest of his life. This probably also

Cason di Lanza garrison becausdt was therethe he met Elda, thegirl that

later becomehis wife.At the end of the thirties, Ruffino was moved to Milano again, now at the
Tax Police section, and here he graduated. In those years, when the fascist regime was controlling
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everything and everybody, Salvatore had clear political ideas in mind and was ready to defend
them and born the consequences of his choices, as when he had to repeat three times an exam
only because he did not accepted to wear the black shirt (symbol dagwst party).

In autumn 1942 Salvatore and Elda married in Tolmezzo and in 1943 Salvatore moved his new
FLYAf@®@ Ay aAfly2d 2A0K GKS I N¥YAAGAOS 6{SLISYO
C A y I Riffincéhdd an independent spirit that madhim wish to have kiown industrial activity.
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he met Enrico Mattei, that was then a small businessman in the chemical industry.

As Milano was exposed to thelial bombing, Salvatore evacuated his family on the Maggiore
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resistance to the fascists and Nazis occupation) together with Enrico Mattei, within the catholic
groups that later became the Christian Democratic Party.

At the end of the war, Mattei was given by the Government the task to liquidate Agip (the state
owned Italian oil company), liquidation that he was able to avoid, notwithstanding the daily
pressures oftie American Oil companies on the Italian government.

Mattei understood immediately that his chances of success were based on the quality of his co
workers, in addition to the oil and gas fields in the Po Valley.

He needed honest, loyal and capable menwd him. And he started looking for them among
0K2aS ¢6K2 KIFIR FAIKG YR Lilzi GKSANI fA@Sa |G NR
that he can put his trust on them. Ruffino was one of those men.

Mattei employed Ruffino in Agip as a consuattaand firstly gave him the responsibility to organize

the Agip fuel sales points and gas distribution in Lombardia; Ruffino impressed Mattei with his

capacity to create in a short time a dynamic and efficient sales network, and in 1953 he was given
the responsibility of the whole Agip sales in Southern Italy. This new job made him move to

Naples.

Salvatore had always a passion for cars, even if he was so little fond of driving to use often a driver
for his movements. During 1953 he had the opportunitygtet in contact withStandard Motor
Companymanagers that were looking to replace their dealer in Naples, and Ruffino took over the
Standard sales point in via Caracciolo in Naples.

The C.E.S.A.C. S.p.A. was born, whose offices were in the same building of the Agip offices in via
dei Mille. In1957 Standard, that up to then was using only local dealers, decided to reorganize the
sales system in Italy to exploit the potential growthrgeectives of the Italian market, choosing

w dzF T G.K.2 A as its sole distributor.
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a SPYDER e COUPE

1991 cc e 100 HP a 5000 giri e VelocitA massima:
oltre 180 kmh e Freni a disco e Prezzo Spyder:
L. 1.980.000 franco Napoli e II 2 litri sportivo
pi diffuso nel mondo ed a pid basso prezzo.

Una nuova esperienza nel campo della
motorizzazione

La vettura che ha fatto invecchiare Uintera
produzione mondiale

TRIUMPH HERALD

BERLINA 4 POSTI e COUPE DUE -+ DUE

BERLINA: 950 cc 35 HP a 4500 giri - velocitd massi-
ma: 125 kmh - consumo: 6 litri per 100 km -
potenza fiscale 15 HP - 4 ruote indipendenti
- non s’ingrassa mai - cambio olio ogni
10/15.000 km. - sterzo a cannocchiale - Prezzo
L. 1.535.000 franco Napoli.

COUPE: 950 cc 43 HP a 5500 giri - velocitd mas-
sima: 140 kmh - consumo: 6,8 litri per 100
km. Doppio carburatore. Altre caratteristiche
identiche alla berlina. - Prezzo L. 1.635.000
franco Napoli.

Casa Costruttrice:

STANDARD MOTOR CO. LTD. COVENTRY (Gran Bretagns)

Distributrice esclusiva per I'ltalia:

CESAC S.p.A. CALATA CAPODICHINO 108 NAPOLI

Principall agent! in Italla:

MILANO: S.I.R. 1. E. S.p.A. (Tarchinl) - Via Durini 5 @ TORINO: Auto-
salone Rubeo - Via Pletro Gluria 54 ® COMO: Autosalone Santa Teresa

- Via Borgovico 59 @ VICENZA: CESAC S.P.A. - Viale della Pace 50 .

® GENOVA: Automar s.r.l. - Plazza Merani 1 @ SANREMO: Piero Patria
- Corso Imperatrice 4 ® BOLOGNA: CAl - Via San Gervasio 4 ® ROMA :
Franco Bornigia s.r.l. - Via Flavia 3a @ PALERMO: SIGNA S.A.S.
Via Principe Belmonte 1

TRIUMPH TR3/A

The show room in Naples was moved
via Partenope. The commercial strate
that Ruffino adopted was aimed tc
target well defined sectors of thi
market, considering that the only ce
reasonably attractive in the market we
then the TR3, that was having a hu
success in the USA. Ruffino was also
aware that he could not limit the
activities to Naples and Southern Ital
but he needed to build a dealel
network on the whole Italian territory.

His experience in Agip had taught h
the importance of a widesprea
presence to grow and reach the targ
sales volumes. He choose as

consultart a person of great experienc
and an old friend, Aldo Luigi Zambril
that was in the past Commercial Direct
of Bianchi C.E.S.A.C. needed dealers
be dynamic, competent and near to
young and wealthy market. Th
salesman in Rome wdJanco Bornigia
driver and brother of Giancarlo, the
later (1965) was one of the founders
0KS at ALISNE Of dzo

most famous night clubs, attended t
the wealthy people in Rome). It we
Bornigia, instructed by Ruffino, t
propose to Federico Fellini ¢hTriumph
TR3 that was driven by Marcel
al @GNRPALFYYA AYy af |
time the dealers network grew, coverir
the Italian territory from North to South
But this was forRuffino only the first
step of a more ambitious Projec
building a cg an idea that was late
described in the famous sloge
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www. Triumphlnltaly.it

Da una gamma
di vetture di alta classe
presentiamo due modelli famosi

TRIUMPH TR3/A spider

180 Kmh. il 2 litri sportivo pid a buon
freni a disco prezzo nel mondo.

SN

TRIUMPH HERALD convertibile

948 cc. doppio carburatore
16 Km./litro 4 posti confortevoli
140 Kmh. prezzo: L. 1.650.000

L'ultima creazione TRIUMPH di grande successo

Distributrice Generale per I'ltalia: C.E.S.A.C. S.p.A.
Calata Capodichino, 108 - NAPOLI.

GGKS NI 2F LG €.
British sporting technique The idea,
born during Christmas 1956, was va
and the project was creative: Italy was
the beginning of a period of econom
growth  and prosperity,  where
everything appeared possible, and ti
car market was offering new an
interesting opportunities. After having
received green light by MiEdmonds,
manager of Standard Triumph for Ital
in 1957Ruffinomet Zagato, with whomnr
he was acquainted since his period spe
in Milano and that he valued, appointin
him to develop the concept of a tw
seater spot car based on the TR
chassis and mechanic.

But the Zagato design was not judg
convincing.

Giovanni Michelotti, that had begun h
collaboration with Standard, havin
been informed of the project b
Standard, proposed his collaboration
Ruffino: Sandard Triumph itself pushe
for a meeting to be held.

Ruffino  immediately liked  hov
Michelotti approached design and h
artistic capacity and so, between May
September 1957 Michelotti developed
series of sketches.

The proposal of the designer losd
convincing since the beginningvhat
{ It @I (2 NBogetid kafidS R ¢
02Ny YR @gAOK Al
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In 1957 Ruffino moved his activities at 108, via Calata Capodigtieoe he had bought the
buildings of the Romanazzi body shop and where he decided to build his own cars.

The namedtalia was present since the beginning: this name was a precise choice of Ruffino. After
years of humiliation, ltaly was now recovering a2 Ay 3 (G2 oKI G gl a 1
SO2y2YAO YANYOftSé¢od b20 2yfe LaGalrfte tSTd ol O1
other Countries, and probably even more. If a car was to be built by a man like Ruffino, obstinate
and tameless, she o@d only be calledtalia to be ambassador in the world of the redemption and
rebirth of the nation.

Michelotti suggested Ruffino to rely on Alfredo Vignale to build the first prototype, that was
unveiled at the Turin Motor Showin 1958. TheMichelotti sketches stillshowed the name

b ¢ NJA dzY LIK but¢ the ¢prototype was
accompanied by two new name$riumph 2000
and Italia. The prototype had elements that wetr
discarded in the subsequent production, as t
streamlined headlamps and the use
Aluminium for the doors and the bonneflhe
tests done on the prototype at the Britis
M.I.R.A. test track gave excellent results foe
top speed, but brought out engine coolir
problems .

Turin International Motor Show, 1958ovember 5th, November it6

The test results, and maybe also the desire to give a more traditional styling to the car, led Ruffino
to ask Michelottito develop a new design for the front section. This led to a design that, but for a
few secondary details, was now the one that entered into productidre front section was now
resembling the classical elegant lines of the Italian sport cars of the gamed: some of the
solutions of theltalia are found also in thé/laserati 3500 GT designed by Michelotti, while other
solutions will be followed by Michelotin his subsequent designs for Standard Triumph: the line of
the side of the Triumph TR4 presented in 1961, as well as the typical bulge on the bonnet to
accommodate the twin SU carburettors, were both based on the same design kvélibe
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Thisdrawing, dated Bcemberllth, 1959%hows all the artisticapabilitiesof Giovanni Michelotti

The interiors were also very wihished and comfortable. Available optional included a Nardi
steering wheel, adjustable steering column, leather trim, tires with white band, aluminium oil pan
and radio. Many of the body work finishing details weretafidn production, to facilitate supply,
and used in other Italian cars of the period.

¢tKS 02Re& ¢l a 02fGSR G2 GUKS OKlFaaixa FyR (GKS S
not modified: it was the reliable four cylinders, two litres, with distributions with lateral camshaft

and reaching about 100 BHP. The gearbox had four geardjrshegear not synchronized, and
optional overdrive.

It only remained to organize the construction of the cars.
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the production to Naples as soonasthe I aal LISNJ Af aSI T 23A2Ny2¢ 6
industry in southern lItaly) had granted the required financing. In the meantime, Ruffino provided
Vignale with TR3 chassis and mechanics, instrumentations and other details.

| All the paperwork for custom duties ar
homologation were in charge to Ruffin
Vignale had to provide specialized workfor
and the space for thdtalia production line,
l that was property of Ruffino.

Vignale took also care of the production of tl
moulds commissioned, as usual for him,
external firms as L.IL.T.L.A. and O.TO.CA
Grugliasco. This situation, that was intended
be temporary, would however becom
definitive and the production was neve
transferred to Naples

Alfredo Vignale andsiovanni Michelotti

The promised Bank financing remained infact just a promr
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The new prototype was
presented at the
Geneva Motor Show il
April 1959 in the
Vignale stand, before
being sent to Coventn
were it had the
appreciation of Alick
Dick, the boss o
Standard Triumph. Th
official presentation of

Italia was at the
TRIUMPH «ITALIA » Con la parte anteriore completamente rifatta, e ispirata ad altre

R e B B g autumn Turin Motor

Italiain Banner Lane

Show where she received positive feedbacks by the public and by the specialized
notwithstanding the high price d¢2.500.000 Italian lira.

i G AL =
: La TRIUMPH «ITALIA ».
Sul telaio dello spider ingle-
se Gran Turismo Triumph
«TR.3>», Vignale ha realiz-
zato, su dxsegno di Michelotti,
questo semphce coupé,

Prodotto in piccola serie
costa, in Italia, due milioni e
mezzo, anziché 1.980.000 lire,
come la vettura di serie co-
struita in Inghilterra. Al-
tri dati che differenziano la
Triumph « Italia» dalla ver-
sione inglese: lunghezza me-
tri. 3,94, anziché 3,80; peso
kg. 998 invece di 935 velo-
cita 190 km/h. contro i 170
della versione aperta.
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In the Motor Show inauguration day, Ruffir
received at his stand the visit of Giovar
Gronchi, President of the Italian Republic a
KAda FTNASYR aAyO0S GKE
Theltalia was proposed in seven coloutdack,
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request were also possible. A few months la
the Italiawas presented itNew York,a market

that was much relied upon, mainly because o
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m!:ié» X W
‘ A
o

FUiR

Salvatore Ruffindn the middle with President Giovanni Grone
on the right

the commitment by Standard to have ea
dealer, in Europe and in the USA, to buy at le
one ltalia, reachingtherefore a total of 720
cars, out of the 1000 programmed. Out of Ita
the Standard Triumph would take directly ca
of spare parts and assistance.
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To ensure a better support to the new project, the Coventry men created in Turin, corso Francia
the dedicated compangtandard - Triumph Italiana S.p.A. . The above photographs document the
presentation ofitaliain New York in 1960, and the colour photo shoot taken in 1961 in Rome with
Audrey Hepburn and Mel Ferrer witness httalia was consideredo be at the same level of the
most prestigious ltaliaGTd T dz2 NIrerr&iNhddmaserati first of all.

§
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R Archivi- Roma

Audrey Hepburand Mel Ferreiin Rorre
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Copyright Reporter Associati & Archivi - Roma
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STANDARD-TRIUMPH REVIEW

THE ITALIA 2,000 CREATES
WORLD-WIDE INTEREST

NEW showrooms for Standard-Triumph Italian Distributors,

CESAC S.p.A.,, were opened in Naples recently by
Mr. C. L. P. Edmonds, Standard-Triumph Export Divisional
Manager.

Combined with this opening ceremony was the announcement
that CESAC S.p.A. had come to an agreement with Standard-
Triumph Sales Ltd. and were forming a separate Company whereby
they would import the Triumph Sports car chassis on which
Sr. Vignale would build a special body designed by Sr. Michelotti,
the car to be known as the Italia 2000. This announcement created
a considerable amount of interest in the Italian Press, and the carly
reactions to the Italia 2000 were most encouraging.

Dr. S. Ruffino, Managing Director of the new Company,
Ruffino S.p.A., has reported receiving enquiries from many parts
of the world, indicating that the interest in the Italia 2000 will not
be confined to Italy.

Mr. C. L. P. Edmonds
congratulating  Dr. S.
Ruffino on his splendi
new Showrooms. Stand-
ing on Dr. S. Ruffino’s
right is Signora Ruffino ;
and on Mr. Edmonds'
left is Mr. Rodino, Presi-
dent of the ltalian Radio
State Company

A small section of the
crowd in the Showroom
listening to the blessing of
this new eme;rjpri.rc by the
Bishop of Naples. Dr.,
Ruffino faces the Bishop,
on whose left can be
seen Right Hon. Alberti,
M.P. Immediately _in
front of him is Dr.
Ruffino’s  som, Dario
Ruffino, and on the
Bishop's right is M.
Edmonds.

A section of the new
showrooms with the Italia
2,000 in the centre.

TURIN MOTOR SHOW

T the Turin Motor Show held early in November the following

Standard-Triumph vehicles were exhibited on a stand arranged
in conjunction with Cesac S.p.A., Standard-Triumph distributors
for Italy.

Triumph Herald saloon, Triumph Herald coupé, Triumph
Herald convertible, Triumph TR3 soft top, Triumph TR3 hard
top, Vanguard Six saloon, Triumph Herald cut-away coupé.

This was the first overseas motor show at which the six cylinder
Vanguard has been exhibited and considerable interest was shown
by visitors to the show in all the Standard-Triumph vehicles.

On an adjacent stand was exhibited the Italia 2000. This car,
which utilises the Triumph TR3 chassis and engine, is produced
independently in Italy by Messrs. Ruffino S.p.A. It is built by
Vignale and has been designed by Michelotti.

The 1960 Turin Motor Show was officially opened by the President
of Italy, Mr. Giovanni Gronchi (fourth from left) who is seen here
at the Standard-Triumph Stand with Dr. S. Ruffino (second from
right), Managing Director of Cesac S.p.A., Standard-Triumph
Distributors for Italy, and Mr. M. J. Tustin. Other members of this
group are the Right Hon. Liguori (first on the left), who is a member
of the Italian Parliament and Secretary to President Gronchi and
also one of the Directors of Messrs. Ruffino S.p.A. Mr. Pastore
(third from the left) is the Italian Minister of Transport. Mr. H. G.
Webster was also present but not visible in picture.

A cutaway Triumph Herald coupé was the centre of attraction on
the Triumph stand at the opening of the Turin Motor Show.

Unfortunately, the beginning of the production was troublesome. Some of the first cars produced
were refused due to water ingress in the cockpit, others had body defects causing air draughts,
noise and vibrations. The most important mechanical issue wasptiesence of road handling
problems. A frantic race against time started to find a solution to the problems. Thanks to the
testing done by the test driver and race pilot Piero Drogo, the road handling problems were solved
adopting a front stabilizer rodnore rigid shock absorbers and a rear selesafs leaf spring. But

due to these modifications the TR3 chassis sent to Turin from Coventry had to be modified,
causing the production times and costs to rise. New unexpected problems arose in 1960. The main
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the beginning, was unexpectedly called back to the UK and Ruffino found himself, out of the blue,
without his main Company reference person in lItaly. Also, siacelaly 1960 the Standard
management startedbjecting to the use of th@riumph 200hame for theltalia, and also the
property of the body design was challenged, on the grounds of the contract existing between
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Michelotti and the Standard Motor Companyin the same 1960the financial difficulties of
Standard brought the Standard Motor Company under the control of Leyland. As is often the case
in these situations, whatever was done under the previous management is considered wrong by
definition, and this cased new problems because the new Leyland management was not
recognizing the commercial commitments of the previous managemedhthése issued caused a
legal argument that ended in a trial, where Ruffino was assistegroiy Ferri, that was then an
eminent professor of International Law in faculty of Lafitlee University of Milan that

contradicted the Leyland case, confirming tr
Ruffino was the only owner of thigalia design.

(4 (]
TORINO

Turin, February 9th, 1960

H.E.A. Thomas Esq.,

Solicitor,

THE STANDARD MOTOR COMPANY LTD.,
Banner Lane,

Coventry - England -

Dear lir. Thomas,

Referring to your letter of the 5th February,
1960, (HET/JJ) I wish to confirm that the ownership of
the design of the T.R. Italia body belongs to The
Standard Motor Co. Ltd., Coventry, having been produced
by me in accordance with the terms of my design agreement
with the aforesaid Company.

Yours ve?y truly,

— /) //1//

/,//// [
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& A second case was taken to the court, agai
Carrozzeria Vignaledue to the defects of the car
built by Vignale in Turin. Ruffino found himself |
alone to face this situation. He was however a nr
used to look always ahead, to the future, therefc
he decided to go ahead, mainly because he was
in love with hs project and still convinced of i
soundness.

After the first cars made, the badderiumph 2000was then substituted by a smadtialia 2000
script and on the side and a new badgel Triumphwas installed, to indicate that the chassis and
the engine wee of British origin. Near to this badge, the two signal flags typical of the Vignale

LINE RdzOGA2Y &aAK2gAy3d |
indicate the Carrozzeria Vignale and tt
StandardViotor Company.

> ) 2% A

ad
23

Having lost the commercial support from Coventry, Ruffino tried to build his own dealers network
outside Italy, independent from the Triumph one.

A solution was found for France and Germany, but a distributorship was to be found for the USA,
the richestand most interesting market for thisalia.

Ruffino identified a distributor in the Stutz Plaistedports of Salem Massachusetts, an importer
that in a short time started agreements with other distributors, but proved to be not up to the

G/ F LI AY & : Savatokl R andzidtalia
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expectations Circumstances were made difficult because for American buyers no body spare part
was available, and this was certainly not helping sales.

The result was that manyalia stayed unsold in the USA for a long time.

ITALIA 2000 GRAN TURISMO

With a body designed by Michelotti, one
of the worlds leading stylists and built by

Alfredo Vignale, an artist in his line, POST CARD

Ruffino 8. p. A. of Napoli, Italy produces
the most versatile G. T. of the times

The Italia 2000 Sports Coupe incorporates
the world famous Triumph TR 3-A engine
and chassis. \:

Contact your Foreign Car Qqaler
or Write Direct to —

STUTZ PLAISTED IMPORTS

296 Highland Ave., Salem, Mass.

Telephone PI 5-0662

TRIUMPH “ ITALIA 2000 “ COUPE
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Un gioiello della collaboragione

industriale italo- brztanmca

1991 ce.

100 HP a 5000 giri
200 Kmh.

freni a disco
costruita in Italia
consumo: 9/10 I
per 100 Km.

L. 2.500.000
franco Torino

Continuano con successo le vendite degli altri modelli:

TRIUMPH TR3/A Spider - TRIUMPH HERALD - berlina e coupé
STANDARD VANGUARD Il - berlina e giardiniera
STANDARD ENSIGN - berlina

STANDARD TEN COMPANION - giardiniera

Veicoli industriali ATLAS - camioncini e furgoni

Il gioiello della collaboragione
industriale Italo - Inglese

1991 cc. - 100 HP a 5000 giri -

200 Amp. -
in Italia - Consumo: 9/10 I. per 100 km. -

ITALIA 2000

coupeée

su autotelaio TRIUMPH TRS3, &
il pid diffuso e il piu bel
due litri sportivo del mondo
al pit basso prezzo.

Esposizione e vendita, prove, assistenza e ricambi
presso gli Agenti in tutte le principali cittda d'ltalia.
PER NUOVE AGENZIE IN ITALIA E ALL'ESTERO RIVOLGERSI A

R u F FI N o S.p.A.  Industria Costruzione Automohili

NAPOLI -Via Partenope n. 29/33

Il coupé

ITALIA 2000

Freni a disco -
L. 2.500.000 franco Torino

Costruita

eeeo.ntel mondo/

Principall Agenti italiani:
MII.ANO Tarchini Cars - Via Ceni-

slo,

ROMA Franco Bornigia s.r.l. - Via
Flavia, 3

TORINO - Autosalone Rubeo - Via
P. Giuria, 54

GENOVA - Automar s.rl. - Piazza
Merani, 1

BOLOGNA - Autofiduciaria SAS -
Via Malcontenti, 5

VICENZA - CESAC S.p.A. - Viale
della Pace, 108

MESSINA - Siracusano & De Pasquale
- Via Ugo Bassi, 44

RUFFIN S.p-A. INDUSTRIA COSTRUZIONE AUTOMOBILI
NAPOLI - Via Capodichino 108 - Tel. 331.840 - 332.240 - 352.394
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Un gioiello della collaborazione industriale italo-britannica

TRIUMPH ITALIA COUPE

L'ARTE DELLA CARROZZERIA ITALIANA AL SERVIZIO DELLA TECNICA SPORTIVA INGLESE

CONTINUANO CON SUCCESSO LE VENDITE DEGLI ALTRI MODELLI:
TRIUMPH TRS/A - SPIDER - TRIUMPH HERALD - BERLINA £ CouPE
STANDARD VANGUARD il - BERLINA E GIARDINIERA
STANDARD ENSIGN - BERLINA

TEN

VEICOLI

ATLAS - E

CONCESSIONARIA ESCLUSIVA PER L'ITALIA: CESAC S.P.A. -

1991 ce.

100 HP a 5000 girl

190 Kmh,

freni a disco

costruita @ montata in ltalla

consumo: 9/10 litrl por 100 Km.

L. 2500000 franco Torino

Agentl - Ricambi e assistenza In tutta ltalla

Napoli - Calata Capodichino, 108

Mm

LA TRIUMPH — L

“ITALIA 2000”

Motore 1991 cc.

100 HP a 5000 giri

Velocitd 200 Km/h con Ovd.
Freni a disco

Costruita in ltalia

Consumo 9/10 I. per 100 Km.
L. 2.500.000 franco Torine

AGENTI E ASSISTENZA IN TUTTA ITALIA-

RUFFINO

PRINCIPALI AGENTI IN ITALIA

ALESSANDRIA Bonetto Gianfranco - Piazza Carducci, 1 . tel. 91.171 MODENA
BOLOGNA Automare, di Bassi Luciano - Via Toscana, 5. tel. 394.873 PALERMO
CATANIA S.A.E. - Viale Vittorio Veneto, 67 PARMA
CATANZARO Auto Moto - Via Settembrini, 12/14 . ROMA
FIRENZE Grangarage Lotti - Via delle Porte Nuove 6/t tel. 42.488 TORINO
GENOVA Automar, S.r.l. - Piazza Merani, 1 . . . . . tel. 303.528

LECCE Fratelli Pisanelli - Piazza dei Trecentomila . tel. 2218 TRANI (Bari)
LIVORNO Malloggi Giuseppe - Via Fiume, 19/21 . . . tel. 25056 - TREVISO
MESTRE (Venezia) Autofficina Internazionale - Viale Stazione, 34 tel. 51.337 VERONA
MILANO A.lLA, - Via Vittor Pisani, 9 ., . . . . . . tel. 666.487 VICENZA

Supergarage Interauto

Autosalone Rubeo -
Falcone Wladimiro -
Alvaro Schiavon -
Autoimport - Via C. Cattaneo, 22
C.ES.A.C. s.p.A.

The launch of TR4 in July 19
created additional difficulties. Th
new roadster was a competitor i
the same brand, being cheape
mechanically more modern anc
differently from the Italia 2000,
directly supported by the Britisl
brand. Having lost the sport of
the brand, and with the
competition of the TR4, the drear
of the Italia 2000came to an end.

The production of the Ruffine
AGDN} Yy ¢dzNRAavY2ce

few months, coming to a definitiv
stop in 1962, with many cars beir
still unsold. The origial project to
build 1000 cars vanished, ar
Triumph lost the finest Coupé et
wearing the Triumph badge.

S.p.A. INDUSTRIA COSTRUZIONE AUTOMOBILI
NAPOLI - VIA CAPODICHINO 108 - TEL. 331.840 - 332.240 - 352.394

- Via Giardini, 76 .

SIGMA S.A.S. - Via Principe Belmonte, 1 . . tel. 43.674
« La Concessionaria » - Via Emilia Est, 142 . tel. 25.178
Franco Bornigia S.r.l. - Via Flavia, 3/a . . tel. 44.415

Via Pietro Giuria, 54 . tel. 687.872
Via Cavour, 11 S
Via Collalto, 18 . . . .
..... tel.
- Viale Milano, 2 . . . . tel.

31.160
32.201
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The monetary loss for Ruffino was huge, estimated in more than 1 billion Italian Lira (an enormous
amount at the time). Salvatore however honourad his commitments and never regret all his
decisions; by character, Ruffino was not attached to material goods but to his ideas, even if
sometimes they proved to be too advanced for the times.

In this shot, taken after winter 1962, behind
Alfredo Vigmle resting on a Maserati Sebring
two unsold Italia 2000 still protected by wax
can be glimpsed.

Ruffino often mentioned that his clos
friend Mattei, to which he presenter
as a gift the seconditalia 2000
produced, discouraged him to ente
into this business. Mattei considere
Ruffino a person that always prove
to have vision and good intuition:
and maybe in discouraging him fro
a0 NI AYy3 K Splafed AJ

role his concern to lose a valuabcoworker. Mattei, as many others, however missed the point
OKFG GKS Gt NB3ISGG2 LOGlLtAlLE gl a y2G3 02Ny FTNRY
heart of Ruffino.

In 1962 the adventure dtalia 2000ended, and also ended the idea to builchew car using the
Herald chassis. Ruffino also decided to abandon the activity of Triumph import, as a consequence
of the loss of trust in the relations with the new managers of Leyland that took immediately the
opportunity to contact, in July 1962, Ducéieccanica. Giuseppe Montano, head of Ducati and
pragmatic and valuable manager, asked Ruffino to maintain the distributorship in Milano and
Naples to ensure continuity to the business. In the same months, following the death of Enrico
Mattei in a air cra (that was believed by many, included Ruffino to be a sabotage following an
Italian political/economical plot) he left alsdgip. In total 329talia were probably built, a small
number compared with the 1000 envisaged in the original plan. Unfortunatedye is no
evidence to confirm the number of cars built. Research done at British Motor Industry Heritage
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that following the launch of the TR4, Triumphpglied a stock of TR3B chassis cleared through
customs in Naples, however the number of these last chassis is not known, nor there is certainty
that all of them were actually used to build the last examplekadia 2000

MODA E MOTORI

g
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Salvatore Ruffino was headingwards his fifties, ready to show once again his multifaceted
nature. He had a unique personality, full of resources and with a strong temperament, able not to
lose heart even in the most difficult moments, as for example whentdlis exported to the UA

were blocked in the New York harbour for months, exposed to the weather, because they were
not taken by the USA importer and could not be imported back to Italy. His passion for cars had
not faded, and in mid sixties Ruffino accepted the proposal oflthléan importer of Mercedes,
Autostar, to take charge of the Mercedes dealership in Campania (the Region of Naples). This
activity went on until 1970, when he moved to Rome to start a collaboration in the real estate
field with a Canadian company. Ruffin@s a well respected and esteemed person, he was for
years Chairman of the Campania section of the Order of the Holy Shrine, with the degree of
G/ I gt ASNS RA DNIYy /NROS¢I YR AYy GKAA NRES |
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This extraordinary person had not the satisfaction | "7'
see his project being so appreciated, at distance % F
years. He passed away in February 1994 but
creature, this car witha British heart and an Italia
soul, makes his memory alive today not only among
car enthusiasts, but among all persons capable
appreciate the beauty.

CREDITS

Thanks shall be given first of all to Dario Ruffisan of
Salvatore, that provided, with great openness a
friendly attitude, information, memories ani
anecdotes. Without his help | would never have be
able to write this story, that in its own small way war
to remember this great man that with hisapacity,
passion and tameless obstinacy had given us a
artwork.

Thanks are also due talfredo Zanellatpnephew of
Alfredo Vignale for his help in identifying and datin
some of thepictures

Dario Ruffinaand hisTriumphTR3
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AUTOITALIANAOCTOBERQ™ 1958

The preview of the prototype

VIGNALE — Coupé Triumph « Ifalia »
costruito su telaio della vettura in-
. glese (tipo TR3 - 1991 cc - 100 cv -
freni a disco) & destinato ai gusti della
~ clientela italiana. Il cruscotto ha le
caratteristiche del quadro di una vet-
tura sportiva.

AUTOITALIANANOVEMERLS™ 1958

Turin International Motor Shoyd 958 the prototype at Stand of Vignale
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ROAD TEST FRGEUATTRORUOSEIANUARYL960
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